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THESE LETTERS were found in a 
pocket book, in the foot-path that leads 
from Fulham to Hammerfmith. The 
perfon who picked them up, hopes the 
public will read them with the fame 
pleafure he felt in the perufal of them ; 
and that the Authorefs of them will 
pardon his giving them to the world be- 
fore the time flie intended. The fame 
pocket-book contained fome unfiniftied 
works, which (hall foon be returned to 
her, uncopied and untouched,— as he 
thinks any alteration in her ftyle would 
diminiih the merit of it. 



LETTERS, &C. 



PREFATORY LETTER. 

'773- : 

THE other. morning:! was talk- : 
ing to a friend of mine whofe , 
underftanding I have a great opinion . 
of.. . The fubjeft of our converfation , 
was.matrim6ny. .. Though Mr. *** ; 
ai^d I- often differed in our opinions^ 
: . B upon 



[ ^ 3 

tipon the fubjedt, we both agreed 
matrimony, in this country, was fcfs 
calculated to make people happy 
then any other inflitution human or 
divinp. We -wine botlp by tiijrns 
fevere and facetious upon it; but 
wit and pledantry at laft gave way 
to ferious truth, and we agreed it 
was a neceflary evil, and ever muft 
retain its power* We fettled feveral 
polnt^^in which we could turn that 
po^wsr into the coiiifiDrt of either fe^s 
butthat^ as it now remains, is a 
power which is the fource of ali the 
mSfery erf' that part of human kind 
which moft deferves ta be happy, — ^I* 
mean the fofter fex^ whofe education . 
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and rtatuire makes it bear in patient 
and dumb regret- the arbitrary power 
ati Englifh hufbind has over his wife. 
The ferious tarft our corixrerfation 
had taken, caiifed a filenc6 6f a few 
minutt*, which I fliould not Klvc 
interrupted, when my friend faid, It 
is ittdecd inhpoffrbfe for one hutiiari 
befitig to be naore in the p6v*er of 
zvMihti, than ^ Engfifti' wife i^lA 
cM oT K6r frtiifbtod. 'S'oti tinMt 
alfer t*^^ tfttldAtfibiy trutfi*, nor the 
o^hfoiVi aftcf pi*ejodic^s of t!hc priKi 
kn\' a^ J but y6U hiv6 i ft>n, and 
I H^ ybli> \»iU f^6rm hiij' liiiiid aft^ 
ybtiP a#ff idiiasi ^d teath^ hini' tb Be 
hfe^ hiffefelF,by tHakii%Ue W6thah 
B 2 - he 
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he. IS .deftined to live with perfeftly, 
iOn Mr.*** left me ; his laft words, 
flung me into a deep reverie. I faw 
ypu, my dear fon, iq idea, grown up 
-r-I faw you at one and twenty with 
all. the gallant fpirit and beauty t;hat. 
fliould be tranfmitted to you from, 
my noble anceftors— I faw thofe ad- .. 
vantages abufed by the licentioufnefs^ 
of a country, where generous minds- 
and virtuous principles fufFer the 
moft ignominious flavery-— under the . 
facred name of liberty ; I faw your 
mind tainted by prejudices, and your; 
heart heardened. There imagination 
left the pidure I had drawn, and 
che tenderneis of wy heart made me 
, , wifli 
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^wifli you could ever remain the lierp- 
"lefs lovely infant I then faw really 
'before my eyes; my care arid atten- 
tions your fole proteftion, and my 
arms your fafeft refuge. Refledion, 
•accompanied by all the dignity of 
truth, told me the wifh was im- 
poffible : And Ihall I, cried I, and 
kiffed my pretty boj% who dare at one 
and twenty think and condemn from 
eonfcious worth — ftiall I fufFer my 
<boy, when he is one and twenty, to 
be afraid of adting from himfelf-— and 
I his mother? In fhort, I followed the 
irrefiftible impulfe I felt of addreffing 
you upon the moft material of all 
•fubjcdts — I fliall wiite one or two 
B 3 letters 
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letters in a year to you, till I think 
I can adviic no further. When you 
read theoi, your own reafon is the 
only judge I appeal to in any doubt 
that may arife in your niind from 
the fingularity of many things I fhall 
lay; for I forefee you will think then;! 
fingular, till you have weighed 
them in the fca^ of judgment. I 
mean to place you to yourfelf in 
every fituatiopj^ agreeable orotherwife, 
to which a married man is expoied ; 
I mean you fhould read them at a 
time of life, when, governed by your 
paffipns, you will moft want a friend 
who is biaffcd by none. What motive 
can I have for taking this trouble, 

but 
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but my regard to your ha{^inc(s 
mingkd with the pity I feel i(x my 

lA dit probabtlicy^ifhe gr^ateff part 
«f ywf fifd wilt b« p«ift<t kt thti tMr* 

tent yon &yrming c& ydmietf wgtitk-^ 
felt ifMi]#3i!^5 tbalC Will V^A^ uf^Mi^a 
l)i6M(^ 2kpprGiach> sihd fe)^Ve ftM ia 

Mg jtM cfeaitos :v*hb rtgret fer 
tfi€ reih^iddef of yotfr Bfe, or bl^eafe 
«ifeAii ifiz rtHttimt iFjYikch miift ever 
W d pakifu* of fliteft^rful ihofh 
m yow n?j«m6#y* In marriw^, 
a& irt IWe, be seesbiw^ k k t^t 
•di<r pteafant oi* di^iee^Ic? ^tii^s 
B 4 that 



.'.""""'y happen.,,, 
7^'^ffi/esto ,v ^^'^^ great. 

•Treat 
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r Treat them as friends, but ofterier as 
r fervants, and you will find them, by 
, turns, ufcfuL and oftenfible plea- 
^ fures. 

t; ' ■ - 

V It is innumerable the perfon^ who 

: have in this and pad ages addrefTed 

iwomen on every fubjedt and in every 

t.fituation in life. This general ad- 

vdrefs.has been a general error, parti- 

'Cularly in thb country, where, from 

rthe laws and difpofitions of men, wo- 

.men are almoft in every, refpefih 

vmade a fqcond fort of beings, dc- 

. pending on (and deriving their onjy 

..qonfequence from) the approbation 

-s£ men. . The perfons who.h^ve a(3- 

.... vifed 
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vifed our fex have always failed Itk 
their good intcntions^-~-in all ages 
we have run inta the fame errors, 
been ruined by the fame faults, 
drawn into them by the fame caufes, 
aixi in general the moft acccnnplilhed 
of ouf iex have appeared the moft 
Uao^eabk ia the eyes of the world. 
Why this ? Becaufc all thcrfe i;i^ha 
ba« given ust rules to follow, have 
ikot confidered ihait our ftate of de- 
pendeflce makes ic linpoffible for us 
to ad for ourfdves: the men we be- 
long to are the firfl! caufes of every 
afiion, good or bad> that we commit:; 
to them therefore we ought to ad- 
dre&o«r eloquence afld reafon, if we 

mean 
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%\yfw tQ mak^ the world in general 
iT)ore rational or happy than it has 
hitherto been. It is a fweet and be- 
neyolfntien&tion I experience^ when 
I thinks that, ihould I be di(ap- 
ppinted in the hopes of njy own 
oSspritPg's ^tending to my council^ 
others naay pluck fome refreftuag 
Qower from the ntoTegay I am mak- 
ing up for you, and it may fweeten 
the pat^ they are deftin.eil to walk in. 
Weajr it near your heart, my fon ; 
yop are the objeA it ihould moft 
adorn: it wa$ my high - beating, 
haughty, but infinitely tender heart, 
that imagined this pref^nt for you : 

upon 
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Upon me, when fcarcely of age, the 
•ivorld beftowed all its gaieties, all its 
-homage, its joys, and my fleeting 
'liours their intoxicating eharrtis ; I, 
my foHj extraft fron> all I fee, and 
^all I hear> advice, which, when re- 
tired to my own room at night, I 
;confecrate to you, my dear child—^I 
impatiently get rid of diamonds, f^a- 
-thers, robes, and waiting- women ; I 
•colled the world, and all its malice, 
within the narrow circle of my bed- 
curtains — plaice you in the midft of 
the horrid pidture — and with the ut- 
moft pleafure fave you from forrbw 
or remorfe, by r^prefeating wb?it 

may 



may happen. Heaven profper my 
aiFedionate defign, and make the 
following Letttrs the houquei de fete 
eternal to your future days ! 

*t****i^** ****** 



LETTER 
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LETTER I. 

March, 1775. 

DO not imagine, becaufe the law 
has put your wife intirely in 
your power, that it is juft or right 
flie fliould be fo« I have heard 
men boaft of that power, as if it 
was conftituted by their merit. 
Trace that power to its fource, and 
you will find it proceed from the 
natural propenfity Engliflimen ever 
had for tyranny. It was men who 
made the laws, and thofe give a 
man an unlimited power over his 

wife. 
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^iFife. Jack Ketfch might, with the 
fame propriety and delicacy, boaft 
of his banging h» feflow^crcaeures 
vikh impunity^ as a hirfband to fef 
he may lock up hk wife, not gWe 
her any naoney, or hfkv her to en- 
joy riie amu&ments • and foeieti^ 

flie likes. Yom flait, my fon — 

I have heard fmei not only one^ 
obferve^ b\ftjme hirfband* btaafl? of' 
tbefe barbarotM pritifegey. 

Let ao one who read* thek tetter* 
imagine, firom the Beginning of themi 
that I mean to dfeptcciate your fex-, 
or draw a flattering pidnre of my 
<)wn» My fde intention* is^ to ffiew 

you 
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you. human nature; as it is, taking., 
from before it all the fkreens wbiGh': 
cuftom, prejudices, .and lavys; have , 
placed : ftrong .and numerous .as • 
they are, nature will ever maintain ; 
its power m; the human breaft. Na--'- 
tijre, ever juft, has given . to both 
fexes the fame pafpons : your own r 
feejings will> inform you that we ^ 
have as ' great a right to exercife , 
thofe paffions as^ you have; almoft ; 
every wife book, or faying, orders and 
acjvifes' Us ftor to fed their powe'r. 
Many men think they govern their : 
paffions, but many more never think . 
oftl^m.at all. Thpfe who fancy they ^ 
matter thisirs, are blinded by vanity, ^ 

the 
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the moft ridiculous of all the paf- 
fions ; and thofe who never refleft 
upon ttem, ate made varying 
vidkims, by all the paffions by turns ^ 
and from the firft ftep they take into 
tlie world, to the moment they fall 
into the grave, their lives and 
opinions are defpicably inconftanc 
and uncomfortably reftlefs — I repeat 
it, my fon, manage your paffions 
properly ; they are the fources of 
our happinefs. The defire of my 
heart is fatisfied, if I prevent yours 
from being the caufe of that variety 
of mifery with which an EngliQi 
life abounds. — 1 will no\V fuppofc 
you married to a beautiful young 
C woman 
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woman that you are pafSonatel^>^ 
fond of ; I will fuppofe he^ 
poffeffed of every talent, every" 
grace, and her mind and tcniper 
making all thefe advantages appear 
in the ftrongeft light — this is the 
fituation in which 1 fliall firft place 
you ; becaufe, if you know the value 
of fuch a woman, fuch a fituation 
only can gratify the pride and 
tcndernefs of your heart ; and if 
that heart has as much of both 
as I wi(h, fuch a companion 
as I have drawn only is capable 
of bellowing bappinefe upon you. 
Let your, firft ftep be to make 
her independent as to money. If 

her 
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^er family have been carflefs in your 
-xnarfiagfc fcttlemcnrs, and forgot the 
^;article of t)in-money, fettle the pin- 
money fuitable, out of your own 
power, that fhe never may experience 
the humiliation of dependence. Let 
her comfort atid her pleafures be 
the fliudy of your life, and yours 
will be one continued fcene of 
pkafure. Never give her the leaft 
caufe to imagine you know the 
extent of your power over her ; 
never let a word efcapc your lips 
that may make her recoiled that 
harQi one, obey. If (he ever thinks of 
it in its full force, I will anfwer for 
her being afraid of you ; and tho' 
C 2 i fup- 
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J fuppofc ihe loves you as much as 
you love her, it will noc be for a^ 
long time, if once ihe feds afraid 
of you. Make her believe you are 
lier flave, and then ihe will be 
in her mind as well as peribn 
yours. Woman is by nature a more 
obedient and gentle creature than 
man ^ but the moft timid of us all 
has a will of her own, which, con^ 
fined, only grows ftronger. Once 
perfuade woman ihe a£ls from hen- 
Telf, and flie will have no will but 
yours. The lirft thing that ftrikes a 
woman's mind upon the firft difa- 
^greeable thing her huiband does, arc 
ithe words Ihe pronounced at the ce- 
remony 
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"lemony of her marriage ; fiie has 
I^romifed to love, to honour^ and 
4akhey. The firft is not ia her owrh 
power ; the fecond k impoflible^ 
if her huiband is^ a defpicabk ob- 
jedt ; and the third, let him be 
what he may, £he muft fulfil to the 
\itmofl: extent of the word, and* 
therefore detefts the found of it — 
from a natural confcioufnefs, thatr 
no human being has a right to con- 
trol our adlions, when we are ar- 
rived at the age of reafon*< We only 
hate control the more for knowing 
we are obliged to fubmit to it — 
fuch is human nature^ Yoa will 
fce men, who, from inclinaxi6n„ 
C ^ wouki 
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would pafs the greateft part of their 
lives out of their own country, once 
exiled, they will, at the hazard of 
a difcovcry, at the expence of fo- 
ciety, and their own name, return^ 
and Uve obliurely in feme remote 
comer of it.. I never walked ia, 
a Ihrubbery furrounded by a funt 
fence, that I did not imagine I h^d. 
half a dozen good reafons for wifli-. 
ing to crofs the fence in half a do* 
zen different places. Believe me^ 
my dear fon, there are ma^iy wives, 
who would, at the hazard of their 
necks, leap the many funk fences. 
hufbands place round their free-wilU 
Wherever law or cuftom has givea. 
you a funk fence, plant it up with. 

every 
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every fweeteft Ihrub to ficreen itr 
from the eyes of your wife : by 
thefe I mean the attentions and re- 
fpedtful tenderhefs with which your 
fex fcduce our hearts, and keep up 
that charming union, often feen be- 
tween a lover and his miftrefs, but^ 
to your difgrace I fay it, which you 
fo feldom continue after flie has 
conferred the higheft obligation on 
you, by folemnly fobjedting her time 
and pcrfon to your caprice. Though 
Love is a child, it can never be 
made fick of fweets. Juflly is it 
leprefented to us in that form; in 
finilcs and. pleafure it cxifls^ but 
C 4, flies^ 
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'flies at the approach of frowns or 
care. Ever remember that this child 
has wings : it does not ftay to. makp^ 
faces, and Ihew you its diftafte ta 
the bitter potions it fees prepared 
for him; it is fled far off before, 
you imagine it means to go ^ and 
though your wife (as every vir^ 
tuous woman does), may reproach. 
herfelf with not loving you, prc-^ 
tend that flie does, and make 
herfelf wretched upon finding flie. 
loves you no longer, fl;ill flie loves, 
you not ; nor can flae, if her love 
is once extinguilhed by fear.— ^ 
There are many extinguifliers ta 

iovCk 
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'^leve, but none fo common as fcar> 
Done half fo irretrievable, none half 
ib dangerous.; the mofl obvious, the 
leaft to be avoided*. A woman of a 
kfs refined underftanding and heart 
than I have fuppofed your wife to. 
have, though blind to all your faults,, 
will not be blind to your power : I 
recommend to you, therefore, to hide 
it. Yqu may even annihilate the 
very idea of fear in her breaft^ 
Love or Friendlhip admits of none 
but that elegant fear of diipleafing 
or giving pain to what we love. 
The more noble a mind is, the morq 
k abhors the idea of flavery or fe^r^ 

I fhould 
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LETTER IL 

April, 1773. 

I Have admitted to your wife the 
fear of difpleaiing you ; leave to* 
her likewlfe all her natural modefty. 
Hufbands generally teach their wives 
to be immodefl, and then hate them 
for being fa. A married man returns^ 
from a journey ; his wife with a room 
full of people thinks ic right to em- 
brace him before the whole circle : if 
that man her hufband was only her 
lover, would 'flic adt ia that man- 
ner?— No^ 

Da 



Do -not flccp in the fame bcdi 
^or, if you can avoid it, in the fame 
-room with your wife. How indelicate 
for you to (tep into her bed, and 
-her maids in the room ; or into her 
bed-chamber, even whilft Ihe is un- 
•dreffing. Her bed and chamber arc 
yours : if you ftay ojat late, her at- 
tention will make her lit up for you ; 
or, fliould you retire with a head-ache 
at nine o'clock, {he will think it her 
duty to go to bed at that hour. A 
thoufand ciccumilances may happen 
that will make her afraid of beftow- 
ing that time upon her perfon that 
cleanlinefs requires — a million of 
little fears of this fort Ihc will feel by 

turns. 
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turns. Her delicacy in all of tkm 
will make her indelicate^ and bet 
affcdtions may become troublefomcj 
if not extinguifli yours. I do not 
fay you Ihould never fleep with yout 
wife : I fay have two beds, two hti" 
chambers. There will happen, iB 
the courfe of time, feveral unavoid- 
able circumftances which may iftake 
her an unpleafant companion in bed> 
and you very difagrceablc, fuppofing 
difcord Ihould never reign betwecti 
you: — but fuppofe, for an inftantj 
you quarrel, — how horrid to be a* 
bilged to inform your whole houfe, 
and your upholfterer, that you chufc 
no longer to ilcep with your wife. 

Nevet 
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Never come near your wifeV bed 
tin her maids are quite retired from 
the apartment. If you were her 
lover, you durft not, and if you mean 
your wife ftiould love you, never let 
the hulband take any greater liberty 
than the lover would. Scarcely ever 
attend your wife's toilet ; fhe will be 
afraid of bedowing thofe pains upon 
her perfon flie ought, leil you fhould 
fufpedt hej of coquetry — and yet at 
breakfaft Ihe means to pleafe you 
more than fhe did an hour before 
when undreffed ; and at dinner, en 
^rande parure, Ihe intends you fhould 
find her flill more charming. Were 
I a man^ I fhould think it a bad 
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fign, if my wife wore an ugly night* 
cap ill placed, or a handkerchief 
carelefsly thrown round her neck itr 
a morning ; yet, if I attended her 
toilet, twenty fuch awkward cir- 
cumftances would certainly happen. 
What an abominabk thing for • a 
man to come into a woman's room 
when her flioulders are expofed, or 
fhe is drawing on her (lockings, par- 
ticularly when there is a third perfon 
by ! and yet hufbands do this con- 
ftantly. — I hope neither you, or any 
other reader, imagine thefe Letters 
are to be trifling, becaufe I begin by 
citing trifles. It is not two or three 
confequential great qualities in the 

heart 
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lieart of a manicd man that v/iVi 
tnake his life, or that of his wife, 
happy. Ah no, my fon ! it is the 
attention to trifles, ten thoufand of 
which I may perchance forget in the 
courfe of a million ; at leaft, ^hich I 
ought to delineate, and which, neg« 
leSed, make married people in ge- 
neral founhappy. I cannot help it 
that marriage generally deftroys the 
very principle from whence it fprings^ 
love— ^ the moft charming of all 
pajflions ; but I fee the errors in it — 
I would have ycu avoid them^ A 
young and pretty woman never looks 
half fo much fo as when her hair is 
D flying 
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Hying about, untorttifcd by pimj 
Your wife is both pretty and 
young; you may 2dk her leave le 
iec her often while her hair iSf dreff* 
ing :— if Ihe has fine hair, you wiH 
not be the only petfon admitted ta 
her toikt. Take particular care »oi 
to be the laft idolater at the fbrine 

of her beauty, Adieu^ myfon! 

1 am going for a fbw weeks into the 
^country : at my return^ when again 
I am furrounded by the world you 
are deftined to live in — when af- 
&mblies, balls, drawing-^rooms, and 
all my acquaintance, fumiih roe 
^with .a thouiand pi^nres of mbb 

scouples— 
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couples— I fliall again renew my 
advice with my obfervations, and 
further prove myfelf, your affec- 
tionate mother, 

*»**#**** ****** 



» % LET- 
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LETTER III. 

May, 1773. 

^fT^HE diftance I have recom- 
•*' mended to you in my laft let- 
• ter, will not only alleviate every mis- 
fortune or inconvenience that may 
-happen in future to you, but give 
a poignancy to the pleafures and 
comforts which I hope you wiil 
^ daily find in your union. 

It is a much greater misfortune 
nn marriage, when the hufband ceaies 
i^o- love his wife, than when a wife 
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oeafesto love her hufband. Withr 
a man's love -generally ceafes al>» 
common civility and attention ; bufr 
a woman is obliged to keep up botb 
to her hufband. My fiiifl. wifh is^ 
that you may ever love your wife ;: 
but as, by daily pradice, eagles caiv 
look fteadfaftly at the fua withoufir 
being dazzled by the brightnefs o& 
k^ fOi' by degrees^ you will be fa 
much 0ccuftomed to the ch^ms. of 
your wife^ that they/ will lofe their* 
cffedt upon you. L have, imagined, 
your -wife to . be beautiful and ac-? 
compliihed; but (he may v not. bo 
prfeil in every point of mind on 
gjsrfon^' . Your f amiliariiiog. y ourfelf - 
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with her charms, will imperceptibly 
open your eyes to h^ defers ; you^ 
will be furprifed at yourfelf for noC 
having perceived them before ;.they 
will gradually counterbalance her> 
merit in your heart, till that heart 
will grow infenfible to it, and find 
if, according to your ideas, in wo^ 
x;ien inferior to her in every refped:« 
I am not forming' a misfortune for 
you 5 I am only telling you what- 
does happen, what has, and what 
is moil likely to happen to married, 
people.. I cannot alter human na-*. 
ture, nor the marriage ftate. Be-. 
tween the' diforders incident to the- 
firfl:, and the. difordtr WC cjieate in, 

die.' 
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the latter; ttine » a bkter potion to^ 
(waiiow*. How heavy and dull wiit' 
each hour drag, on, thai: you are 
^Uigrd.tD pa& with your wife, if 
yoa do not love l^r ! How many 
pitifoi txcuks (if you make any) 
WiU you invent to leave her ! Your' 
owfihoufe^ i^ home^ will be difa-* 
greeable to you*. L fee you going 
&iU gallop froni the door^ and re- 
turning curfing your horfe for walk- 
ing lb fad. Her mufic will be difcord 
to your ear ; and when ihe beftows . 
any favo^u: upon you, the infenii^ 
bility that ^Euniliarity has created^, 
turned mto diilike, will make you . 
ftfiak^fioni the touch, of ^ that fair. 
D 4,: handl 
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hand which others would kneel downs 
to kifs. You ;will diflike her rela* 
tions becaufe they are hers; your 
coolnefs will be returned by them 5 
your two families will reciprocally 
catch the infedtion, and mutually 
avoid, each other. The only com^ 
fortable pairs I have feen are, when 
the man is about fix and thirty, 
years of age, and the woman five 
and twenty; and where there has- 
been much contradiction . in their. 
inclination— but I haye fuppofed 
for you what is moft likely to hap-* 
pen ; that you will marry a very 
young woman, in the height of 
youthful paffion for her perfon — fc 
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endeavour to preferve that paffidn^ 
M the only perfedt happinefs you 
will ^ ever tafte of. I fliall not, in 
this flieet of paper, fet before your 
eyes the confequence fa her of your 
not loving her ; I confine myfelf 
merely to the mifery it will occafion 
in yimr mind. I have held up a 
fmall part of the pidure to you ; 
now I willprefent it all- to you :-^ 
Young, amiable, beautiful, will ihc 
long bear your indifference in filent 
forrow ? No ; reproaches, tears, 
anger, jealoufy, fcorn, by turns will 
flie feel and employ againft you ; 
and when you no longer fee and, 
li?ar thefe, be affured you are fup- 

planted 
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phnted in her breaft by ibmeotb«r 
objed:, . moft likely an amiable one^, 
which ftie will idolize more by com- 
paring your condudl to bis, than, 
for his in trill fie merit. — I have fup- 
pofed love totally erafcd from your» 
breaft — but there is vanity fUH re* 
maining; and how wiU it torture 
you to fee the fmile of contempt - 
upon her lip, and the calm, fettled^ 
glance of difdain in her eye, tbac 
before then bowed timidly witli^ 
grief to the ground at the iight of 
yourcoldnefs ! — how will your pride 
bear the flaflies of her youthful wit^. 
holding up by her manners, if not 
lier. words, your condufl: in the drel^- 
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of ridicule, when ihe is in'fpirits; or 
the haughty and frozen deportmenc 
gf her juftly-ofFended merit,, when 
flic is in a melancholy mood;—* 
bow will you bear to. fee all the 
men of your acquaintance paying 
bomage to. the manners you think 
deteftable ! — how angry will you 
feel with the world in general, ad* 
miring what you now defpife ! — how 
much nU)re, when you are obliged 
to aflent to all the fine things you 
hear faid of her ! My dear fon, I 
^ave icen lovers ccafc to love their 
miftreffes, difcarded by tbem» grieved 
^nd hurt to the foul at being obliged, 
to. giw. them. up. No wonder ; 

women,.. 
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womtn, looked up to by the wholes - 
world, are of fuch intrinfic value 
to a man's vanity, ■ that it cpfts hinv 
iMany a pang to renounce the idea 
of their being bis. I hope you 
will never experience the pangs 06 
difappointedr vanity in this cafe ^ 
though I fliould not pity you, ifi 
you did; for the inftant a woman? 
becomes your vidtim, youvfhoulc^ 
give her up; but preferve that gra-f 
ticude and efleem for her, and that 
attention to her, as may prevent her 
from becoming the vidtim of anjf 
other man*s^ vanity* 

AHv acquaintance of mine, wh^ 

Kadi 
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■ had for his wife one of the prettieft 
women in England, had a cuftom of 
faying before ail company, that he 
thought his wife the pretueft woman 
in England. At the end of fome 
years, iie not only ceafed to love 
his wife, i)Ut fancied himfelf in love 
with a woman whofe perfon was very 
inferior to that of his wife ; but 
having fo repeatedly" told his wife, 
his friends, and his acquahltances, 
that he thought his wife the prettieft 
woman in . England^ he continued 
ibravely repeating it, long iafter his 
•iricnds thought, and his wife was 
-very liire, that he difliked her very 

much: 
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nmch : to them he mu& have ap^ 
peared fooliih, and to her very 
falie. My dear fbn, your vsikj. 
loving OS not loving yoo, may and 
will for^e you errors in fnend* 
fliip^ and many infidelities ; but 
muft defpife you, if you appear 
falie and fooliih. 

Amot^ many other pains 1 wifk 
to fpare you, I wiih your condud: 
may feaire you and her firom mutual 
reproaches, left you ihould be fiknced 
in the fame manner I once &w a 
huiband, who was taxing his wife 
iMUb what ihe bad done at one time, 

and 
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and what fhe bad done at another $ 
things very trivtat^ and what be- 
loi^d to her extreme youth and 
^natural gaiety of heart. She ItfteDed 
patiently to his long enumeration, 
which he ended with a — Can you 
det^ all this ? I expected a ferious 
defence from her,fuitable to the four- 
neis conveyed in his language and 
looks.; but flie, with much candour 
-and Ijpirit, faid, — All you have faid is 
true, and, with the temptations I 
had, I am aftoniihed Idid not do 
4nuch more, and much worfe. 

Yes^ my fon, I wilV if my advice 

is 
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IS tafted by you, ever prcferve yoti' 
from having any occafion to enume- 
rate even the moft trifling follies 
committed by your wife* 

********* *****ife 



JL BETTER 
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SL E T T E R IV. 

May, 1^73. 

LOOK among the great fami- 
lies in this kingdom ; you will 
'fee that relations are feldom friends. 
If you <:hofe to take the trouble of 
•tracing moft family difputes to their 
'fource, you would find that want of 
politcnefs is the primitive caufe of 
'them aH. An aunt, an uncle^ an 
elcjer brother or fifter, fancy, becaufe 
they are come into the world fome 
y^af s before perfons whom they are 
^laUied to^ that they may tal^e any 
E liberty 
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liberty of manner or fpeech with 
them : thofe younger relations, dig- 
nified by their birth or eftablifhment, 
perchance too fupremely dignified in 
mind, and at a time of life when 
they are the brighreft ornaments of 
fociety, think, and juftly think, their 
allies ought to be as refpedtful to 
them, as the reft of the world is. 

If, then, familiarity creates cool- 
nefs, and even diflike, between peo- 
ple who live but little with each 
other; how much more likely it is to 
produce abfolute averfion between 
two people who are to pafs their 
whole life together! I have heard 

one 
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one hufband fay to a circle of friends, 
*' O pray fit ftill, it is only my 
** wife ;" and, upon her coming into 
the room, never rife from his chair, 
but give, by his example, a liberty to 
his intimates to treat, his wife only as 
his upper fervant. Another fays, 
*' Why do you wear feathers, my 
*^ dear Fanny ? '* She anfcv'ers, ** It is 
** the falhion." He returns, ** But I do 
^* not like them, and you Ihould drefs 
** to pleafe me. '' That hufband fays 
this, becaufc he thinks he has a right 
to fay fo. A third tells his wife her 
new gown is ill chofen, and does not 
become her. A hundred fuch liberties 
E 2 huibands 
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iTiuIbands daily take^ which (ho(!k « 
woman's vanity and love of power. 

There is a pride in youth, in 
leauty, and dill a jufter one attend- 
ing a fuperior underftanding. I haVc 
fuppofed your wife poffeffed of them 
all ; be aflured, if flie is juft to her- 
felf, Ihe will be fo to you — her edu- 
cation has taught her to be well bred 
in every aiftioh towards you ; and if 
you are not fo to her, her Judgment 
muft direft her fome time or other 
to retaliate, and copy your manners, 
^xeferving her own for thofe who may 
defervc them, — If you, or your wife, 

'tir 



53.^ T 
oir both indeed^ ihoqld befeized wttH» 
the love of travellingi never remain^ 
ifl the ctiriags with her above tvvo 
pofts in^'a day. Men generally ileep- 
ill a carnage ; women feWom or ever 
4o. Ffeqvicnlly youm^t a pair pf 
gentl|3folj(s, the tnan afleep, the wo- 
Qi^n regding.; Ypuf wiff? would not be 
gfliaflo^ to^Q^tber fnejtids^ if they 
&W her reading b ber carriage, with' 
ber maid in it ; but you there I fuch 
an occupation mud be a faure upoa^ 
you, or a reproadi to her* Thea 
you may be cold, and ihe may noc 
3aefo ; in this cafe it^mufl b& an eter* - 
nal; dilute' or f^crificc about tber 
^flfes being. up «; 4owa-. ¥o»' 
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may like flying, flie a moderate pace : 
your impatience or her nerves are to 
be exercifed in this cafe. It is fuch 
trifles as thefe, that fteal invifiWy 
into the connexion between you, 
that will make you, like other 
couples, lay the blame upon the 
words hufband and wife — they are 
words only, my dear fon ; and if 
you treat one another as if you were 
not hufljand and wife, you will love 
one another for ever. I fee few 
married people happy ; I wifti you 
to be fo. When I retire from a 
croud of both fexes, 1 refled: upon 
the obfervations I have made upon 
the many ill-paired I fee. I fee 

too 
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too the caufcs of their difagrecments. 
Few people imagine the livelieft 
hours of my life are the fources of 
thefe letters; but it is from the 
world, and not from my own chains, 
that I draw my jufteft pidures. My 
feeling heart might be partially fevere 
or flattering, were I to paint from 
them ; but in the faults or follies of 
other married people, nothing can 
bias my pen but juftice. If any of 
your fex think it is dipped in gall, let 
them be aflured it is becaufe I have 
found nothing but gall to dip it 
into. 

I fuppofe your wife ftill younger 
E 4 than 
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than you are-rthough the natural 
timidity and playfiilnefs of her sgO: 
prevent her from making any rc-^ 
jledions at all^ the tiine will come 
when her tafte apd charafter will bo^ 
decided. Totally will it be your own. 
faulty if you have not cheriflied the^ 
tender branches of her inclinations^ 
and made them twine about yout 
heart for ever, while her mind looks^ 
to that heart alone for ptotedion or 
comfort 

I haV^e converfcd tvkh very feh^ 
fible men of every other civilized na*. 
tion, as well as Englifh. I never heard^ 
QQe yet th^t did- not declare, that. 
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Snglilh women were the firft wo- 
men, the only women^ they would 
cfaufe for wives. I9 who efteem and 
pity my country-women as they de- 
licrve, and who have ftudicd them 
xiiuch, proteft thefe foreigners had 
a very juft opinion. Mild, generous, 
xpmantically faithful are Engliih wo- 
men by nature; but their minds, 
plunged into defpair by the mea 
whofe vidims they are> are forced to- 
fly their tyrants — or feek by cunning 
\Q mitigate the harihnefs of their fate^ 

Your jewels and plate you fecure 
from robbers ; the moft precious 
U¥»fure you. have is,^your wife— Ae 
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IS to be the mother oi your children. 
My dear fon ! * proteSf her firft, I 
conjure you ; and if Ihe is an Eng- 
lifh woman, I, as another, will an- 
fwer for her behaving in fuch a man- 
ner as Ihall infure her your efteem. 

• 

* You wonder why I fo ftrongly mark 
this word— you look around for the dan- 
gers that threaten her — Envy and intereft^ 
my fon, form a million — your relations — 
hers perhaps— your very fervants may find 
fome account in dividing you — She^ your 
wife, cannot protcdlyou from their defigns ; 
but you may proted^ her, and muji — yes, 
you jiiufl I 



LETTER 
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LETTER V. 

May, 1773. 

IT is not only from the fear of 
your growing infenfible to the 
pleafures your wife's mind or perfon 
gives you, that 1 hold up the dan- 
ger of familiarity in fo flrong a 
light ; but from a more ferious fear 
of the efFeft that infenfibility may 
have upon her afFedlions for you. 

Figure tp yourfelf, my dear fon, 
that every man who fees her, will 
tell her, diredly or indiredly, de- 

fignedly 
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fignedly or not, how charmitig flia' 
is. That, univerfal power which? 
beauty has in the breaftiof all man- 
kind, is not to be hid. from an/, 
woman; and fools, infenfible to.* 
every other advantage, are confcioqs^ 
of that power. It is that confdouf- 
nefs that leads women into irre» 
trievable errors, becaufe they fee the- 
efFedt of their merit over every tnor-? 
tal that approaches them but thci^ 
own hufband.. A friend of miae- 
had a remarkable handfbme handi 
and arm : every one who faw either ^ 
admired them, except her hu&and,^., 
who did not feem to know fhe hadi 
w aria ot hand belonging to her. 

Laox 
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^ am certain flie thought him vety 

^ftupid ; fca: there are few women 

"who are generous (or reflefl:) c^ 

>noiigh to Attribute a hulband*s iii- 

-4]ifferenee to the true caufe, fatiety : 

•-•IK), my fon, *in fuch cafes, a wife 

thinks her ^^hulband unfeeling, un- 

jiift-; he appears to her left polilhed, 

.kfs fenfiUe, than a dozen of other 

men in the- room with him, who very 

^likely are much inferior to him in 

.point of tafte or underftanding. 

Tiattery is called a,poifon j like ma- 

*iiy ^ther poifon^, judicioufly admi- 

sniftered, it may prevent or cure dif- 

^<]Tders. Never fail, when you have 

>«n opportunity, of paying your wife 

a com- 
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a compliment : keep her in good 
humour with herfelf, and Ihe will 
be fo to you : — I do not mean by 
compliments or flattery, that grofs 
kind of adulation, which makes the 
perfons to whom it is addreffed blufli 
for themfelves and thofe who give it 
—I mean thofe compliments, v^'hich 
your adions, more than all the foft 
words love invents, can pay her. 
For example : never interrupt her 
in the middle of a fong or an inte- 
refting detail, to tell her your coach 
is at the door. You muft be much 
more attentive to her graces and ac- 
complifhments than to her beauty. 
Very few Englifli women have 

grace. 



grace, and it is looked up to by 
perfons of tafle as fomething very 
valuable from the rarity of it ; and 
talents coft the brighteft geniufes 
time and trouble : a woman, there- 
fore, can never forgive you over- 
looking fo uncommon a perfcdlion 
as grace, and form a mean opinion 
of your judgment, if you do not 
pay attention to her talents. Lord 
Chefterfield has already told us, 
that the moft pleafing flattery that 
can be addrefled to a pretty woman, 
is the praife of her mind— thinking 
it a weaknefs peculiar to our fex ; 
which it is not : for, really, beauti- 
fui perions of either fex are fo ac- 

cuftomed 
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cuftomed to the efFea they have oh 
all ranks, ages^ and fexes, that they 
feem infenfible of it, and to every 
thing that can be faid to therti 
upon the fubjeft — Cut looJc at the 
reverfe : an ugly woman's virtufe 
would be in great danger, if a man 
was to affure her be thought het 
pretty; and the firft woman that 
Kkes an ugly man-, makes him a 
coxcomb. Admiration is fo new, 
fo uncommon, fo unexpefted a plea- 
fure to ugly people, that good fenle 
is taken by furprife, and lets in vac- 
uity and all its train. 

I am very certain no beautifd 

woman 
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woman exifls, that ever paflionately 
loved a man, who dcferved to be fo, 
that has not faid to herfelf, '^ I vvifli 
** I could try the experiment, and 
** be ugly, very ugly, for feme time, 
** to fee if he would love me ftill !*' 
A woman, who has a refined heart 
and mind, is always apprehenfive it 
is the charms of .her perfon only, 
and not her merit, that keeps up 
' your paffion for her — and if that 
was the cafe, how long could flie 
imagine her happinefs to laft ? Not 
a day ; for in England beauty is 
fo common, that every third woman 
you meet in the ftreet, is probably 
jas handfomc as your wife. 
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LETTER VI. 

'X^ H E human mind is an aftive 
-*• principle ; exifting upon the 
paft, or future ; feldom refledring; 
upon the prefent moment, ^cept 
when it is adluated by fome paflion. 
What, then, is imagination ? Ima- 
gination is fcarcely ever thought of. - 
I Ihall endeavour to perforiify as 
much as poffible this word, to fliew 
you its dangerous efFefls. The 
pidture I have drawn of yoUr wife 
gives me leave to fuppofe Ihc has a 
very lively imagination. Do not 
think that beings or things really 

cxift» 
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cxifting, agreeable or otherwife, have 
half the power of turning her brain 
that imaglnadon has. 

The hulband fees his young wife 

giving, wiih all the eagernefs of 

youtb, into diffipation and public 

amufcments : — the prudent foul 

thinks it his duty to take her from 

them all, hurries her into folitude, 

and leaves her tete-a tete with the 

moft dangerous of all companions, 

her own imagination, Young and 

l| good humoured, it will paint every 

Paft fccue of dilJSpation in tints gf 

^9fe colour ; it will drefs all her 

^mii^ers in new graces and atten-^ 

F z tions. 
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tions, and reprefent her the only idol 
of admiration. I fee her in her chair 
before the fire, her eyes fixed upon it, 
I fee every faireal idea that dances in 
her eye, or dimples in her cheek— 
I fee, alas ! that her hufband's form 
fcarcely gleams upon tjie picture, 
or, if it does, it vaniihes with the 
word hujband. The flillnefs of the 
country, acceptable to the heart 
filled with an unhappy paffion, and 
grateful to a woman of fettled 
talents, is unfit for the mind of a 
happy wife. If yours is what I 
fuppofe her, public amufements will 
in a very fliort time' grow tireibme 
to her \ but^ Ihould they appear to 

be 
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be her paffion, multiply the difeafc 
to hurry on the cure : her elegant 
mind will naturally and foon feel 
the defire of forming a fmall fociety 
where it may employ Itfelf in all 
the charming duties that friendihip 
and efteem demand of her. 

It is a well-chofen few that I 
would have you conftantly live with, 
feleftcd from her acquaintance and 
yours* You are both young ; let 
your fociety be nearly of your own 
age ; but, I repeat it, no folicude* 
Your fortune permits you to make 
your Koufe a comfortable reception 
for your friends, and 1 hope your. 
F ^ maa- 
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manners will induce them to feek 
your company. I would wifli you 
to be inferior in nothing but rank 
to every one at your own table. If 
you Hill are your wife's lover, the 
diftance you will be obliged to kieep 
from her, in the prefence of your 
friends, will make your tete-a-t^ces 
more charming ; and the preference 
you will read in her eyes for you, 
will give you a fatisfadlion you ne- 
ver can experience out of fociety. 
I would have you find, that every 
man in your houfe has merit enough 
to charm yoifr wife, and your wife 
fancy every other woman might 
pleafe you : that poflibility will make. 

you 
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you behave in fuch a manner to one 
anptl^er, that thefe misfortunes will 
becoipe impoffible. I do not mean 
that you Ihould be jealous of one 
another ; I mean to enhance the 
pfeferenc;^ you give to each othcn 
I repe^ |t, my dear fon ; leave no 
rooni for your wife to build caffles, 
tQ fancy the things fee fees not are 
belter than thofe before her eyes. 
A man, with his houfe full of com- 
pany, connes in with dirty boots and 
dripping hair, tired with the chace, 
and fall^ afleep in his wife's elegant 
dreffing-room. Any other perfon in 
the houfe he would ^void, or fend 
word he was not fit to be feen, and 
F 4 drcfs 
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drefs before he appeared. For hea- 
ven's fake ! why is the wife to enjoy 
ihe only bad fituation he finds him- 
felf in, in the courfe of the day. 

No place adorned by art or nature 
to perfedtion, can pleafe without fch 
ciety ; ftili will the fociable fpirit 
within make the eyes turn dejefted 
on the ground, if there are not fomc 
friends to partake with you the beau- 
ties of your folitude. — I hear John 
Bull," Why,my wife is my friend"—. 
Yes, my good friend John ; but flic 
has been, flie is, flie muft be, your 
Wffdy and you her hufband. The 
place is yours, is hers ; and unlefs, 

like 
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like Adam and Eve, you were the 
only human pair in your paradife, 
the fatisfadlion is not complete with- 
out friends. The mind is formed 
for fociety ; it muft ever be a bad 
or mean reafon that takes a man out 
of it Society enlarges the heart, 
the underftanding ; refines the man- 
ners; and corredts the too natural 
propenfity all men have of fancying 
they are fuperior to the reft of the 
world. 

Delightful fenfation ! to fee a few 
amiable perfons forgetting their for- 
rows in your fmiles ; or to perceive 
they watch the rifing figh^ and chafe 

it 
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it with the chcaiiiil lack cf tfiend- 
ibip. How crften have I, wuh a 
delicious grateful pride, feen people, 
whom I have an efleeai for, watdi- 
ing my countenance, and takii^ 
mirth or fadneft upon them as I 
liavc felt either ! Then have I iaid 
to myfclff *^ I live in their hearts; 
'* be mine the care to hide each 
^' anxious thought that may diftuib 
•* my joys ; be mine the care rather 
•* to lipht up theirs/* The defire 
of pkafing then created new graces 
in my converfation and manner, and 
I hud the fatisfadtion of feeing my 
friends forget how fail the moments 
llcW| and leave mc with regret. 

Stupid 
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Stupid minds and vulgar, who 
cannot underftand what I have been 
faying, who pay vifits to kill time, 
and who talk only of the weather 
and the condudt of other people, 
and who call fuch talk converfing, 
will accufe me of vanity -, but every 
one, that feels and thinks as I do, 
will have experienced the pleafures 
I have defcribed. Form friendfliips* 
my fon, with people of both fexes ; 
and be firm and faithful in the du- 
ties of them : your wife fliould fee 
that you have many friends. When 
I fay many, you will be too happy, 
if you can find four or five men, 
and as many women, who may de- 

ferve 
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fcrve the precious name. Your wife 
will always fay to herfelf, " My 
** conduft Ihall prove to him, to 
*' them, that I deferve the firft place 
" among them in his heart." 

When I take fo much pains to' 
ihew you the almoft conftant necef- 
fity of fociety, I do not mean that 
you ihould ever fuffer any one to 
live conftantly in your houfe ; not 
even your brother, or her fitter. 
If you have children, it will be a 
lucky, and perhaps a fingular, cir- 
cumftance, if you are not forry that 
fome one among them muft call 
your houfe their home. Your houfe 

Ihould 
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-Ihould feel your home — fad fitua* 
tion, when a hulband or wife feels 
their borne cenrcrtd in a ftranger's 
bread ! Never fufler any of your 
friends to talk to you at all about 
your wife. Let every one who ap- 
proaches you be utterly ignorant, 
from your language, of your fenti- 
ments about ht*r mind, perfon, or 
manners ; only let them fee that you 
treat her with refpedt, and all around 
you will model their condudt by 
yours. It is a foulifh vanity that 
induces a man to praife the perfon 
of his wife, and difcover a treafure 
of hidden charms. Should your 
wife find out this imprudence, Ihe 

tiiuft 



L 78 J 

muft defpife you for it — her mo-, 
dcfty, fhocked, muft be leffened, or 
otTended. 

Never advife or reprehend your 
wife before fervants, children, or 
friends : advice or reprebenfion from 
you, gives them leave to blame her, 
if not in your prefence, to many 
others. Should you ever differ in 
your opinion with her when rcte-a- 
tctc, and that neither will yield, 
never apply to a third perfon to de- 
cide between you. The unfortu- 
nate friend is at a lofs how to de-» 
cide, being fure that you or your 
wife will diilike him^ and perhap$^ 

after 
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after fome time, both may condemn 
him. Your' interefts are fo clofely 
conneAed) that, in things of confe- 
quence, love and friendlhip will fet- 
tle the difpute i in trifling differ- 
ences, time will fliew which opinion 

was juft. 1 have imagined every 

circumftance that could keep up 
your paffion for one another, being 
certain there is no ftate fo happy as 
that of two married people who love 
one another. I (hall foon place you 
in other (ituations, and demonflrate 
that the condud: I have hitherto ad- 
vifed you to purfue, in the only fitu- 
ation I have yet placed you, will be 
as^ ufeful in thofe you may in future 

find 
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find yourfelf fallen ufeful to 

your own eafe and comfort, and ne- 
ceflary to hide from the world 
things it ought never to fee, or 
know, whatever its fufpicions may 
be. 

Poftfcript, 
Pray obferve that when I fay ne^ 
ver do fuch or fuch a thing, I mean 
never — for the fource of diflentions 
between married people is, that 
thofe things fliould ever have been 
done— -alas ! once do.ne, they are 
repeated. 



I 
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J. E T T E R VII. 



AM forry to fay that envy is the 
firfl: and great fource of all mif- 
chief in foclety and families. The 
world cannot bear to fee a few peor 
pie living with harmony and com- 
fort together : it is moft probable, 
that lome of your relations or your 
wife's, fome of your acquaintances 
or hers, who chufe to call themfelves 
your friends, will endeavour to poifoa 
the fweets of your fociety, becaufe 
they are not conftant members of 
your moft agreeable parties. Thefe 
G enviers 
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enviers of them will name a lover 
for your wife, or yoli a miftrefs — 
nay, do not ftart, my dear fon ; they 
will. If chance or malice brings the 
whifper to your ear, do not think that 
prudence diredts you to fliut your 
door againft the man or woman fup- 
pofed your or your wife's choice : 
juft the contrary ; let you and your 
wife Ihew yourfelves every where 
accompanied by thefe perfons. Your 
wife's young and untainted mind 
will be as much fhocked at fuch re- 
ports as yours can be ; but I appeal 
to your good fenfe only to Ihew you 
the neceffity of the conduft I have 
prefcribed, by fuppofing the reverfe 

for 



C 83 ] 

for a moment^ Mr. * *, or Mrs, 

***, are no longer in your fet — 
Scandal will take care to f:\y that 
your wife or you were jea!o'.;S ; and 
the very caution you ufe will be 
cited as a proof of connedijns be- 
tween you. — The next fricnd.j you 
are feen much with, they are a fe- 
cond lover or n.iilrefs. Alis ! mufi: 
you part with thcai too ? — Inftcad 
of curing the report", then, you in- 
creafe them by tais method. In the 
courfe of ten years your wife will 
have had ten lovers, and you as 
many miOirefles. — My fon, never let 
envy and detraction interrupt the 
private order and hnppincfs of your 
G 2 days. 
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daySi Never give up a friend or 
companion that you like. Will en- 
vy and detradtion make up the lofs? 
No ; envy has a hunger and third 
of mifchief which can never be 
allayed : the more it is fed, the 
more it increafes. The man that 
has no friends, is a miferable and 
contemptible objedt, with every ad- 
vantage that rank or fortune can 
beftow. 

As yet I have fuppofed you in 
the mod honourable and comfortable 
(ituation ; now I muft vary the 
fcene. — You are no longer in love 
with your wife — ftill you are her 

hufband ; 
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J^ufband ; do not, like moft of your 
lex, be cruel enough to add to that 
xnisfortune of hers, your not loving 
ter, the many others which are ge- 
nerally added to it. You are then 
no longer her lover ; be her friend : 
lier own intereft, her children's, the 
interefl: of her fame and honour, 
conftitute her your firft, your beft 
friend. There is a gentlenefs in our 
natures, an attention to trifles in our 
fex, which induce yours to open 
your hearts to us, and you do not 
blufli to enter into a detail of your 
feelings to us, when you fcarce 
would own the caufe of them to a 
G 3 man— 
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man— Perhaps your wife loves you 
fllll ; ihe will miftake your friend- 
fliip for love — Too happy will Ihe 
be, if, in deceiving herfelf, ihe che- 
riflies her paflion for you — Leave 
her in her pleafing error ; never tell 
her you love her no longer, or kfs 
than you did. Such a confeffion will 
deftroy her kind illufion. Loving 
you, and loving you not, her vanity 
would be fliocked at fuch a decla- 
ration. In either fituation of her 
heart, Ihould flie even fufpeft a 
change in you, feeing that your 
good -humour, conifidence in her, 
your ffiendfhip and refped:, are not 

fled 
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fled with your love, (he will fay to 
herfelf, " If he is not in love with 
*' me, he is better/' 

Now, if with ceafing to love her, 
you ihould be in love v\ith any 
other woman, do not retort upon 
your wife the frowns, the caprices, 
or difappoinnnents, you may fuffer 
from the objeft you are in purfuit 
of. Cruel as men are in general, 
the moment they ceafe to like the 
perfon of their wives, forgetting all 
the amiable virtues of their hearts, 
meanly, bafcly .torment them^ till 
they commit fome error, in which 
men fancy they have an excufe for 
G 4. their 
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their inconftancy, and a plea for fur* 
ther hardftiips, and juftify to them- 
felves their folly in preferring wa- 
men inferior to their wives in per- 
fon and accomplilhments. 

1 do not fappofe this ; I have 
feen men often aft in this manner : 
nor have I been furprifed to fee un- 
happy wives make advances to gain 
a lover, thinking to find fome com* 
fort for their forrows — fad refource, 
to chafe the weight of torments, by 
colleding new ones ! Yet this fcene 
pafles before my eyes daily. What 
humiliating court have I feen plain 
wives, negledled, make to men ! 

Not 
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Not (0 with a beautiful injured wife i 
every man that approaches her will 
inform her of her hufband's folly by 
his endeavours to fupplant him in her 
affedtions, and drew the path of her 
imprudence with many a fragrant 
rofe, regardlefs of the thorns that 
may wound her reputation. — Why 
fliould you opprefs, hate, or perfe- 
cute, becaufe you can no longer 
love ? The (ingle recolleftion that 
a woman has been the objed: of 
your happieft moments — the felefted 
woman, whom you thought would 
adorn your houfe and name — is 
enough to oblige you to preferve a 
tendernefs, and a very great one, in 

your 
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your conduft towards ber. There 
is no crime in not loving ; you can 
neither command )Our thoughts nor 
your heart — but you may your ac- 
tions ; and you muft appear worth- 
Icfs to all perfons who have minds, 
if, in your intercourfe with our fex, 
you do not condudt yourfelf with 
tendcrncfs, honour, and gratitude. 

I am aftoniflied often how mea 
can treat their own judgment fo ill, 
ns to let the world fee they ever 
diflikc and negleft what they once 
courted and adored ! 

I know a man who alked a 

hufband 
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Viufband one day, why he had fuch 
sn averfion to his wife : " for,'* faid 
Ihe, '^ I give you leave to be tired 
*' of her perfon ; but her conver- 
** fation is of fuch a nature, that a 
*^ man of fenfe would be happy to 
*^ pay for liftening to her — her man- 
*' ners would grace a throne ; afnd 
'* her talents alone would fuffice to 
" pleafe and entertain, were flie ne- 
" ver to fpeak a word — then her 
** judgment is fo clear, that one 
" ftiould feek her opinion in any 
*' difficult cafe." — *^ All that is very 
*' true," replied the hufband ; *^ but 
^' all thofe are become odious to 

*< me.'' Now, my dear fon, that 

Supreme 
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Supreme Power, who formed the 
human heart, alone can explain, how 
it can become fo perverted, to feel 
as cdtous what is inejtimable,—-^ 
Oh, may you never make fo bitter 
a fatire upon yourlelf ! 



LETTER 
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happen any great difuni n between 
ye, and you endeavour to juftify 
yourfelf by throwing all the blame 
on ber fide, the public may flatter 
your ungenerous hope for a Ihort 
time, from the too natural propen- 
fity the world has of cruihing the 
weahfty and yielding to power'^ 
which IS on your fide, not hers : 
but be aflured, the unjuft illufion 
will not laft long — merit and inno- 
cence opprefied finds its home in 
the hearts of all the virtuous and 
illumined of either fex : by thofe, 
from the beginning of your difagree- 
nients, you will be avoided and ab- 
horred ; 
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horred ; and the public at large, 
envious and malicious as it is, will 
in the end blame you— if not for 
being the caufe of your wife's ill 
condudt, or mifreprefenting it,-^for 
not concealing it. 

How can any good arife from 9 
fcntiment whi.h is founded on in-^ 
juftice ? * The height of injuftice is 
jealoufy. It is not at all wonderful 
that a man (hould be charmed 
with a beautiful and accomplifhed 
woman ; but it is very much fo, 
that man, who is only natural and 
juft in being fo, Ihould be abfur4 

enough 
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Enough to be angry with another 
^lan, for being only as natural and 
j lift as himfelf. 

It 18 a glorinusi chearful, bright 
tJay ; the fun Ihines in all its fplen- 
<Jour ; how would you pity the man 
who would (hut it out of his room, 
and fit reading by the light of a 
candle, and cry, *' I hate this day !'* 

. Yet the man, who does not ad- 
mire, and like the fociety of an 
amiable and accompUflied woman, 
x% ftill more to be pitied than he 
who difdains th^ fun. You, my 
fon, as a jealous hufband, would 
H blame 
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1)131116 him for difdaining the gre« 
vivifier of nature, yet be angry, if 
he admired you^ wife. 

Look at jealoufy, and its effeds, 
without the pale of matrimony — the 
happieft lovers pafs their time in 
making themfelves and their fweeteft 
moments martyrs to it. I condemn 
it; but I know it is infeparable 
from love, and like other bad at- 
tendants upon it. I would have 
you refledt upon it, and digeft it 
through reafon ; fo that it may ne- 
Ter difturb your happinefs, but be 
a ftimulator to that paflion, which 
is too apt to fade, and fink into in- 

diflfcrencej 
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difference, between married people. 
— Jealoufy is as frequent and tena- 
cious in friendihip as in love ; in 
both it fliould go fo far, and no 

farther- You alk, how far — I 

will fatisfy you. 

Imagine, if you pler.fe, that the 
whole world wiflies to be your mif- 
trefs's lover, or your friend's firfl: 
friend ; but do not think they will 
ever permit them to be fo. Jea- 
loufy, thus managed, will enhance 
every thing your miftrefs or your 
friend does for you. — If your wife 
fliould be jealous of you, you muft 
H 2 en^ 
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endeavour to argue her out of her 
injuftice, if flie is fo without a caufe, 
and if ihe has any juft reafon for 
being fo : but, if your domeftic 
hours are to be pafled in one con- 
tinued ftorm, you muft tell her, 
her fufpicions are true, and point 
put an objedt totally indifferent to 
you, for her to turn her jaundiced 
looks upon, either to ikreen the real 
one from her fufpicions, or to laugh 
her intirely out of her jealoufy, 
when flie difcovers her miftake. 

Jealoufy ceafes to be, or turns 
into filent contempt, when there is 

caufe 
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caufe for it ; and I faid before, as 
the leaft evil is the beft of the two, 
for the comfort of your own life, it 
is better (he fliould be fure flie has 
loft your heart, than to pafs her life 
and make yours miferable, by the 
cdnftant reproaches, juft or unjuft, 
of jealoufy. — Jealoufy is a fever ; it 
muft come to a crifis. I wilh, if 
k muft be one among the many 
bitter pills you are to (hare between 
ye, that it may be intiiely on her 
fide, and not on yours : for, if you 
are jealous, you have it in your 
power to make her quite wretched^ 
and yourfelf as ridiculous as hiaf- 
H 3 hzB&& 
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bands generally do, when that o* 
range - coloured hue poffeffes their 
mind ; but if your wife is jealous, 
reproaches or filent grief can be her 
only refources. 



LETTER: 
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LETTER IX. 

LOVE cannot be defined. — T 
was told once by a gentleman, . 
that had wrote a very ingenious 
book, and publilhed it, upon a fci- 
ence which few . men underftand, 
though mod purfue it, in England, 
that he intended to publifh another 
upon love^ becaufe very few people^- 
underftood what it was. I advifed 
him to lay afide his intention ; be- 
caufe love varied its form according 
to the bofom it poflcfled : for ex- 
ample^ a mild, generous nature willi 
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produce a mild, generous love ; a 
brutal, ignorant one, will exhibit a 
brutal, foolifh love : — it is a fever 
of the mind, which, like fevers of 
the body, will Ihew its malignity 
according to the mental conftitution 
of the perfon. Love, I repeat it, is 
not to be defined ; nor is it to be 
conquered. Your heart will never 
afk your reafon leave to give itfelf 

away. 1 have prefcribed to you 

the condufl: I wifh you to purfue, 
in cafe you ftiould ceafe to love your 
wife : I mull now reverfi the pic-^ 
ture — it is on her fide this paffion 
has ceafed. In the firft pofition, 
your humanity and generofity may 

aid 
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aid my counfelj in the laft, I have 
your pride, vanity, and anger, or all 
three at once, to conquer. 

Your wretched partner ! how ma* 
ny ftruggles, tears, and reftlefs nights, 
will it coft her, before flie owns it 
to herfelf — how many more, before 
Ihe confefles her paflion for another 1 
and yet, my fon, the one is the 
inevitable confequence of the other. 
This truth may ftiock the cold pru- 
dence of fome who read thefe letters 
— perfons who would always have 
books reprefent the world as it ought 
to be, not as it is - that %cft as if 
they had no feeling, probably having 

n^ne: 
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none : but, as it b my fon's happi* 
Dci's I value, and not the opinion of 
thofe who jjdgc only to. condemn, 
I Ihiii keep my promife, and re- 
pttCcnt truth without a veil.- j > 
Ah ! my ibo, may fuch a wife as I 
have nrprcfenred yours, find in your 
€ODiuct a fliicld to defend her from 
the poiioned arrows direded by envy 
only, and conftantly to fuperior me- 
rit! Her loving you no longer^ does . 
HOC ciminiih one of her talents, nor 
rob her of one beauty. Strive not 
to Itide that flame which all the 
couracs her mind can colledt cannot 
o.^nqucr. Never tell your wife, yoa> 
kaOiY flic loves you not, or loves. 

another. 
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aoother— do not add to the pangs, 
which already are labouring in her 
heart, which leffen her health and: 
beauty, and which tear her foul, 
ivhen fhe looks on you and her 
children. If a fenfible woman has. 
a paflion, be affured it is never out 
of her thoughts a moment ; her 
books, her mufic, . her drefs, even . 
her needle-work, tend to the objeft: 
of it. Suppofing you . are mean . 
enough to make an excufe for taking . 
her out of the place where fhe can . 
fee him, (he will invent one for flay- 
ing ; or, if Ihe quits it for another,. 
he will follow her. If he does not,^ 
ft? Ipving you not, and forced hy yon . 

f ?pin , 
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from what (he does love, ftie mud, 
alas ! fhe muft deteft you. He may 
proceed to imprudences which may 
end in a reparation or divorce be- 
tween you — look around you, and 
fee what confufion divorces and fe- 
parations make ! 

If, with the vanifliing of her love 
for you, yours Ihould Hill remain 
for her, and her conduft ftiould 
oblige vou to let her know you feel 
it, tell her you know you have loft 
iber heart -, but pity, and do not 

l?lame tell her, you cannot alter 

yours — that, if you was to follow 
the dilates of ^nger, you wouVd 

part 
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part from her — that for her fake 
alone you will not — but, confcious 
that your prefence muft be painful 
to her, you will abfent yourfelf :— 
and, if the fervice of your country 
(for I hope you are a foldier) does 
not furnifh you with an excufe to 
leave her for fome time, your eftates 
or your family may furnilh you with 
a plea to abfent youfelf; or, with 
the condudt I have prefcribed, you 
may eafily avoid being alone with 
her ten minutes in the four and 
twenty hours, ^ime then may do 
what her reafon has attempted in 
vain — Time alone. Yet certain, in 
this cafe, her lover's conduft may 

haflen 
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haften the period of her paffion fdt 
him ; and nevcTy never y my fon ! 
fpeak but once to her upon the fub- 
jcd, horrid to her, and painful to 
you : much lefs ever let the eye of 
an idle, curious world, difcover that 
you do not live well together^ as it 
is called ; for when once a man fuf- 
fers what is called the world to fee 
or meddle in his domeflic accidents, 
his wife and he feldom live at all 
together. The parting of a man 
and wife affefts the children's intereft 
too much for me not to guard you 
againft it. • Then your two families 
are fet at variance with one another 
—yours blame her, hers will hate 

you. 
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'^ou. Yoii will accufc one another 
'"X)f being the caufe of all the malice 

and nonfenfe that will enfue ; and, 
■ 'between the wide breach a fepara^ 

tion will make, your wife, though 
- cold, innocent, and fpotlefs, as the 

falling fnow from heaven, will fuf- 

fer in her reputation. 

No aft of violence, my fon, is 
ever forgiven. Suppofing a man 
locks his wife up, then will her 
mind rove the more for the confine- 
ment of her body. How would you 
ht treated, if you was to come into 
the chamber of her whom j^ou have 
»made a captive ? Her foul, coir- 

fcious 
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fcious of its natural right to inde- 
pendence, will fpurn you from her 
fight, as a coward, who does ill, 
becaufe he dares. The wife's con- 
ftant foliloquy, who loves her huf. 
band, and is fure ihe has loft his 
heart, is this : ^* Who will love thee 
** as I do, inconftant ? I will ima- 
** gine a thoufand new ways to 
*^ pleafe, and fecure thee mine for 
*' ever.'* Now, this is the hqf- 
band's : ^* My wife is an ungrateful 
*^ woman — fhe commits a crime" 
[that crime is ceafing to love him] 
^* — if I urge it, Ihe does not deny 
** it — .if I threaten, fhe threatens in 
^* her turn— if I plead my paf35oa 

"for 
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** for her, the filent tear that deals 
*' down her cheek, her averted 
^^ cheek, the hand fhe waves to 
*^ bid me retire, her cold looks 
** that fcarcely reft a moment on 
** my face, all tell me that I plead 
^* in vaia." O foolifh and un- 
thinking man ! who cannot fee fhe 
is diftraded by every felf-reproacli 
that call wound a feeling heart — her 
duty, his love, his very prefence, 
frightens the blood from her lovely- 
face, and fends it hurrying to that 
heart that beats, alas ! for another. 

I cannot conceive why hulbands 

iire always fo unjuft, when they 

I quarrel 
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quarrel with their wives, to accufe 
them of ingratitude — it is the con- 
ftant and common reproach. Let 
me, O my fon ! fet in your pidure 
the example of every EngHftiman's 
rights and power, and you ftiall 
judge what right you have to call 
your wife ungrateful. 

You are in love with her becaufe 
you cannot help it: ftie is not obliged 
to you, then, for the primitive caufc 
of her being yours. — You marry her, 
to get poffeflion of that perfon, which 
you otherwife could never approach : 
it is to latisfy yourfelf, then, you 
take her; is flie to be obliged to 

you 
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you for that ? — Once your wife, you 
are probably the only man who has 
ever touched her cheek : are you the 
pure, untainted being that fhe is? 
In this point on whofe fide is the 
obligation, eh ? You blufli, my 

fweet boy. Her rank is equal to 

yours : Ihe cannot be obliged to you 
for confequence then ; but her alli- 
ances are a feather in your cap. 

Perhaps you make her fine prefents : 
yes, but a hu/band's power permits 
him to take them from her when 
he pleafcs ; fo that any gratitude (he 
might feel as a miftrefs for thofe, 
muft vanilh when Ihe feels herfelf 
your wife. — She trufts her whole for- 
1 2 tune. 
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tune, her happinefs, to you in be- 
coming fo ; her time, her beauty, Ihe 
devotes to you ; her relations, her 
friends, Ihe gives up for you : what 
do you give up in gaining her ? 
Neither friends, relations, nor fa- 
vourite amufements ; you only add 
her, as another treafure, to the many 
you poffefs : on whofe fide is the 
obligation ? It is your paffions that 
drive you on, and her prefence you 
would feek, \yere Ihe another man's 
wife, in defiance to prudence and 
honour, moft probably. 

She leaves a tender mother, a kind 
filter, or an inftrudting companion, 

who 
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ivho has watched the growing beau- 
ties of her mind with fond exultation ; 
will flie find thefe in you ? — If, 
then, there is a breach in your affec- 
tions, if cither one or both are mi- 
ferable by being united, it is the 
hufband, and not, the wife, that is 
ungrateful. 

Your wife is not obliged to you 
for name, beauty, or education. She 
lived upon her fortune : it is not yours 
that make her live. She is admired 
and courted by all who fee her : 
they do not borrow your eyes to fee 
with. You take her, my fon, ob- 
fcrve, you take her; but Ihe gives 
I 3 her- 
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herfelf to you : on whofe fide is the 

obligation ? A man then fays to 

his wife, ^* You are a moft ungrate- 
'^ ful woman : I love you paffionate- . 
*' ly, and yet you do not love me !* 

This man loves, becaufe he cannot 
help it ; and flie loves him not, be- 
caufe his condudt, probably, has. 
helped her thoroughly out of her 
love; for fhe loved him once 
then I affirm it is he that is ungrate- . 
fuK 

Ingratitude is a reproach which v 
can only be juft where obligation?, 
call tor gratitude, I cannot fee what 

obli- 
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obligation an Englifhman confers on 
a woman when he marries her, and, 
having her, making her prefents, 
fcarcely ever fo magnificent as he 
would make his miftrefs, that he is 
afibamed of owning he lives with. 

But I fee that your wife gives her* 
felf and all her fortunes away — the 
poflibility of ever doing that again 
-r-her entire liberty j her brothers, 
fitters, and all her friends, for you 
—let her be furprifed with finding 
them all centered in you ; and, if you 
are not, or are, her lover, let her find 
in you her firft, her generous, and 
grateful friend.. 
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LETTER X. 

LEST the preceding letter fhould 
not have its effeft upon you-, 
and that you, or any of my readers, 
fliould be furprifed at my repeating 
the words Eriglijh man fo often, I 
fliall add, in this letter, a detail of 
all an Englijh man may do with im^ 
punity, and which no other hufbands 
can but the Engliilu 

Any Sir John Brute may lock his 
wife up, and even beat her; and 
there is no power to whom a wife 

caa 
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can apply to prevent him. He may 
infult and torment her in any way 
he pleafes — be may never pay her 
pin-nwney — he may take the loweft 
proftitute, place her in his wife's 
coach^ by his fide, travel in England 
with her where flie is not known^ 
and call her his wife, whofe good 
name is refponfible for every indecent 
folly the miftrefs may be guilty of— 
A hufband may lavilh all his eftates 
and money upon women of the 
town, and there is no power to re*- 
flrain or corredt bim. In France^ 
a woman of quality's name fported 
with, (he may get a lettre de cachet',^ 
and confine the caufe of her hut 

band^s 
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band's condud : and if a man of 
great fortune and rank, in France, is 
ruining his children, the families of 
the hufband and wife join and get, 
a power to reftrain him ; and a wife 
has a right, if ihe pleafes, to com- 
mence a law-fuit with her hufband 
upon any trivial mifcondud, and 
force him by law to give her a fe- . 
parate maintenance — nay, there is . 
a. higher power, to whom people of 
very high rank in France apply, , 
their Sovereigns, who with care ge- . 
nf rally redrefs the wrongs of th.e op^. 
,preffed, and fupport by their coun-> 
tenancy, and often with a penfion^^ 
ap. injured wife. Is it fo in Eng- 



I 
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isnd ? Alas ! it is not ; Majefty can 
Qnly fee things in the light that the 
few who approach it chufe to throw 
'Upon it — and what woman of high 
T)irth and fpirit would chufe to de- 
fcend from what Ihe owes herfelf, 
enough to afk for juftice, without 
being certain of obtaining it ; and ; 
llooping to' give a detail, even to her 
Sovereign, when the lawlefs licen- . 
tipufnefe of England infults even • 
Majefty itfelf! 

Thefe are fafts which are often- . 
iible — now turn and view the chance - 
for happinefs a woman has in fmall . 
dpmeftic concerns in England, where 

thQ . 
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the fports of the field, the houies of 
parliament, and, above all, the clubs, 
forbid a woman to hope for comfort 
in the fociety of her hufband, bro- 
thers, or friends •, for their converfa- 
tion, engrofled by thefe three grand 
obje^s, is more infupportable to 
women than folitude* 

Colleft all thefe difadvantages to 
women, and confider now, my dear 
fon, on whofe fide the obligation ts 
when a woman gives herfelf away in 
this country. — You think, perhaps, 
you never could tranfgrefs the bounds 
prefcribed by civility, nor take ad- 
vantage of the tyranny you may ex- 

ercife. 
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ercife. Ah ! my dear fon, if you 
knew how imperceptibly familiarity 
brings on indifference, indifference 
creates incivility, incivility fows the 
feeds of dillike, and diilike ends i& 
hatred ; you would dread the firft ftcp 
you take into your wife's apartment, 
much as you now adore her. How 
happy Ihall I be, if I can, by fliew- 
ing you what iw^y happen^ prevent 
your looking back with pain on 
what has been I 

********* ******^ 
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LET T E R XI. 



'fT^ H E S E Letters may fall intb , 
-*" the hands of people in in- 
ferior fituations of life to yours. 
Seduced by the juftnefs of fome 
of my advice, they may imagine 
they can improve their happinefs 
by following the whole — — they 
are miftaken. The amufement and 
bufinefs attending moft profeffions, 

' the hurry and conftant watchful- 
nefs of fome, the frequent abfences 
a profeffion of any kind obliges a 
man to make from his wife, en- 
hances 
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•hanccs the pleafures of the mo- 
ments he pafles with her: thofe 
moments are to him the only mo- 
ments of liberty ; in your fituation, 
thofe moments are the only thing 
like llavery you will ever feel. 
You get up in the morning, cer- 
tain you fhall do nothing all day 
but juft what you pleafe,- That 
power generally makes a gentleman 

:pleafed with nothing, but very 
much difpleafed at the ennui he 
feels ; which if you think your 
wife alone can diffipate, you will 
be difappointed — it will require an 

Jnexhauftible fund of good-humour 

^in her only to /upper S it. Your 

apothecary. 
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apotliecary, your cheefemonger» 
your taylor, every tradefman you 
have, is a happier being than you 
are. Good fouls ! with their wigs, 
they hang up all their care of an 
evening, and forget the toik and 
contradidions of the day in the 
welcome of their wives and do- 
medic fupper. Believe me, my 
fon, Cupid often flies the gilded 
room and damafk couch, and is 
found in humble fpaces, where dif- 
mal prints, mifreprefenting their moft 
gracious Majeities^ are the mod: 
magnificent ornaments — and a 
green fluff bed is the godfliip's 
favourite throne. . Yes, my fon, in 

general. 
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general, magnificence and content 
are wide afunder; and the human 
l>eart muft be content, before it can 
j'ield to fofrer or more paffionat*^ 
fenfations. If you doubt the truth 
of what I fay» the frequency of 
reparations and difputes between 
married gentlefolks, and the rarity 
of them between tradefpcople, will 
prove my argument. 

The conduft I liave advifed you 
to have with fuch a charming wo- 
man as I have fuppofed your wife, 
muft not be obferved, if (lie Ihould 
be a fool, particularly a pretty fool. 
You muft govern her, my fon : 
K com- 
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commands, and no advice, flie muft 
receive from you : the language of 
reafon and friendlhip is unintelligible 
to a fool. Never give her any 
-^reafons why you will have things 
done fo and fo, but civilly fay Jhe 
muSl. Permitting her to adt for 
herfelf, will be expofing her and 
yourfelf to the ridicule of the whole 
world. If fhe has not fenfe enough 
to direct herfelf, you muft dired: 
her. • Many men fancy they arc 
good hufbands, faying, "I let my 
•* wife do exadly what Ihe 
*^ pleafes ;*' that is, not troubling 
' Ills head at all what fhe does^ fo 

that 
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that fhe is in good humour at his 
dmner -or bed time. 

Wife, my fon, means compa- 
tiion ; and, if (lie is not companion- 
able, the beft thing you can do 
is not to let the world know it. 
Your family, your intimates, will in 
a- Ihort time find it out ; and you 
will appear in a low and dcfpicable 
light to them, if you let your fool 
run about to be the fubjeft of the 
day. Your child you govern, that 
it may not, grown up, make you 
biulh — govern your wife then, if 
ihe has a childiih mind ; for, grown 
up to womanhood, that childifh 
K 2 mind 
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rtiind wUr never be fit to walk 
alone. Fools are always fly and 
artful. I have feen many lead or 
govern people of fuperior under- 
ftanding to themfelves. I never 
cautioned you againft the art of a 
fenfible woman, but beware of the 
flynefs of yotir fool. Cunning is a 
weed that can only flourilh in the 
foil of a weak mind. 

If, after all the caution I have 
given you againft parting with your 
wife, fenfible or foolifh, your tem- 
per or hers Ihould make it im- 
poflible for you to live together, 
let me earneftly recommend to you, 

my 



[ ^33 3 
my dear fon, to part with her with 
all the generofity (he has a right to 
expedt, both as to money matters 
and words and manners. Remain 
with her on writing and fpeaking 
terms ; and if (he has children, 
vifit her at leaft four times a year. 
In England, generally, when a wife 
and hufband part, all the hu(band*s 
conned:ions defert, if not abufe the 
wife, with or without caufe. A 
"wife, parted from her .hu(band, 
fufFcrrs all the difadvantages of wi- 
dowhood, without the power of 
giving herfelf to a man (he loves : 
never rob her of the comfort of 
having her children, particularly her 
K 3 girls 
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girls — the common, thougli crael 
method of proceeding of Englifh 
genii, men. Confider that this wo- 
man has wafted her bloom and 
time in fufFering exquifite torture 
to produce and rear thofe children 
—that they are hers — ah ! never 
take the advantage of an unjuft 
power to tear them from her arms. 
If your wife is ill-tempered or foolifli, 
or both, flill your girls are better 
taken care of in her prefcnce than 
in yours : your vifits will keep her^ 
and thofe who have the care of thera^i 
in awe. 

I believe I have placed you itk 

ever^ 
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every fituation to which a married 
man may be expofed. I will never 
fuppofe you unmarried. I hold di- 
vorces as defperate and Ihameful 
remedies to evil. Divorces make 
marriages in England more bare- 
faced indecencies than they are; 
and truly, if one rcflefts upon mar- 
riage at all, it is, without eclats of 
any kind, indecent enough to make 
one alhamed of it. 

The only wilh I have left to form 
with the many I have difcovered, 
and the njany more I have con- 
cealed, is, that, if your wife is fuch 
96 I have fuppofed her to be, (he 
K 4 may 
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may gain a total afcendency over 
your mind^ and be the inviiible caufe 
of every ftep you take in life* 
May her power over you be fo 
gently exercifcd, that no one may 
ever perceive it ; and you only feel it 
by the love and efteem her fupe- 
riority may engrave on your heart 
for ever ! 

Should you be naturally of a care- 
Icfs and idle difpcfition, hide it 
with care; be attentive to (and 
dwell upon) trifles. In money mat- 
ters, there is an old Engliih proverb 
which lays, Take care of the pence, 
the pounds, will take care of them-^ 

fclvcs 1 
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felves : fo, in the current coin of 
events, great accidents roufe the 
minds of the moft indolent to aft 
will) prudence and propriety ; but 
the fmaller ones are too often neg»- 
kdted, yet from thofe only proceed 
the comforts or milery which hang 
about us from morning till night. — 
I (hall conclude with a beautiful 
and -ftrong illuftration of what I fay 
from Madame de Sevigny, who, 
writing to her daughter about hcf 

fon young Grignan, fays, 

*^ Nous tachons de lui infpirer de 
^^ V horreur pour cet air de Grand 
'^ Seigneur, de qu' importe, eC 
*^ d' indifference, qui conduit cu 

'^ touted 
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^^ toutes fortes d'injuftices, et enfia 
« a I'hopital." 

Yes, my child, that mauvais ton 
de qu* importe^ feen in you, will be 
acquired by your wife, your 
children, and your vaffals; the 
neighbouring echo will catch the 
found, and, like the echo, your 
fortune, fame, and happinefs,. will 
be loft in air, and then the world 
in general will juflly fay, ^*/»- 
porte ? Adieu, my dear fon ! 

********* ******. 
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LET T.E R XII. 

MY lovely country - women^ 
may imagine thefe Letters- 
are written to deter them from en- 
tering into the marriage-ftate ; ill- 
natured people may fay I mean to 
depreciate that ftate ; but I proteft 
I hold it as the mod comfortable 
and honourable ( honourably and 
comfortably treated) that ever was . 
imagined, and that thefe Letters 
were written to make my fon 
ixappy, and the wives in England 

Icfs 
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lefs unhappy than they have hitherto 
been. If they have thefe eflfedts, 
my wifhes are anfwered ; if not, at 
Icaft I have a fecret confcientious 
pleafure in doing what I think my 
duty towards my country, — a country 
where bravery in men, and beauty 
joined to foftnefs in women, mark 
out either fcx to be comforts ta 
each other. 

How charming for a woman to 
dare avow a paffion for him, whom 
the world allows her to call her pro- 
tedlor and friend ; and how painful 
to be obliged to obey and aflbciate 

with 
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with on^, whom her innate digniry, 
honour, fenfe, and feelings, condemn! 

How fatisfaftory, my dear fon, 
to call yours that merit which every 
man of tafte envies you tlie poffeflion 
of ; and how dilgraceful to feel 
afliamed of what was once your 
choice ! — Such are the contrails of 
married ficuations, delightful , or hor- 
riile. 

Men chufe^ and women only ac» 
cept ; in general, therefore, when 
there is difcord in marriage, men 
■ought to be more afhamed of chang- 
ing their opinions than women. 

But 
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But I think I hear you afk, But 
does not the blooming maid of fix- 
teen, by accidents or • time, grow 
disfigured in her face, and the gentle 
obedience of that age turn to fplcen 
or ill-nature, when the Loves and 
Graces hover no longer around her ? 

I grant it 

And that the gay and well-drefltd 
Strephon of twenty years old, turns 
at forty into a flovenly and bald- 
headed foxhunter, or grave poli- 
tician. 

Yet, through all the changes 

of 
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of mind and perfon, man and wife 
may flill be friends, confiding in 
each other their mutual accidents, 
and, by depofiting in each other^s 
breads only their changes, fpare 

- an ill natured and ignorant public 
the favage amnfement, and their 
own families the pain, of feeing 
difcord reign,, where honour and 
gratitude, nay common fenfe, fhould 
hold out the pidture of amity and 

t- concord. 

********* «««»»f 
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OBSERVATIONS upon fome Par^s 
of Lieut. Gen. EARL CORNWAL- 
LlS's ANSWER to Sir HENRY CLIN- 
TON'S Narrative. By Lieut. Gen. Sir 
HENRY CLINTON, K. B Price 
as. 6d. — The above three authentic Pub- 
lications comprehend the Whole of 
this very interefting Controverfy, and 
being all uniformly printed, may be had 
complete in One Volume. Price 8s. half- 
bound and lettered. 

GENERAL BURGOYNE's STATE 
of his EXPEDITION from CANADA, 
with all the authentic Documents, and 
many Circumftances not made public 
before. Written by himfelf. Illuftrated 
with fix Plans of the Adion, the Coun- 
try, &c, finely engravecl and coloured. 
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A new Edition, in Oflavo. Price 6s. 
in Boards. 

Sir WILLIAM HOWE's NARRA- 
TIVE, relative to his Condudt during 
his late Command of the King's Troops 
in North America. Third Edition. 
Price 3s, 

A Candid and Impartial NARRA- 
TIVE of the Tranfaitions of the Fleet 
under the Command of LORD VIS- 
COUNT HOWt, from the Arrival 
of the Toulon Squadron on the Coaft 
of America, to the Time of his Lord- 
fhip's Departure for England. Second 
tdition. Price is. 6d. 

BLAKt's REMARKS on Commo- 
dore Johnftone's Account of his Engage- 
ment with Monfieur de SufFrein ; a new 
Edition ; to which is prefixed a Plan of 
the Harbour, with the Soundings, &c« 
drawn on the Spot. Price is. 

OBSKRVATIONb on the Honour- 
able Lieutenant General MURRAY'S 
Defence, by Lieutenant General Sir 
William Draper^ K. B. Price is. 6d. 

TRAVELLI NG ANECDOTES 

through various Parts of Europe. Vol. L 

Illuftrated with Plates. Pr. 6s. in Boards. 

THOUGHTS 
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THOUGHTS on HUNTING, in 
a Series of Letters by Peter Beckford, 
Efq. Uluftrated with an elegant Fron- 
tifpiece, defigned by Cipriani, and en- 
graved by Bartolozzi. Price 7s. 6d. in 
Boards. 

The NINTH REPORT from the 
Select Committee, appointed to takeinto 
Confideration the Stale of" the Admini- 
ftra:ion x>f Juftice in the Provinces of 
Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla. Price 
2s. 6d. 

*^* The above interefting Report 
containsan Account of the Conduct 
of the Hon. V\ arren Flaflings, Go- 
vernor General, and of Richard 
Barvi'ell, Efq. 
TWO LETTERS to t^e Right Hon. ' 
Edmund Burke, in Reply to the above 
Report. By Maj'T Scott. Price is. 6d. 
NARRATIVE of the laie Tranf- 
aftions at Benares, by the Hon. Warrea 
Haftin2;s, Governor-General of Bengal. . 
The^REPORTS from the Secret and 
Select Commitiees on India AfJ'airs. In 
tv/o Vols. Price 8s. fewed. 

EXTRACT of an Original Letter 
from Calcutta, relative to the Acminiftra- 

tioa" 
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tion of Juftice, By Sir Elijah Impey, 
Price IS. 6d. 

ORIGINAL MINUTES of the Go- 
vernor General and Council of Fort 
William, on the Settlement and Collec- 
tion of the Revenues of Bengal ; with a 
PI .n of Settlement, recommended to the 
Court of Diredors. By Philip Francis, 
Efq. Price 7s. 6d. in Boards. 

ORIGINAL MINUTES of the Go- 
vernor - General and Council of hort 
William, in Bengal, on the Appoint- 
ment recommended and carried by Air, 
Haftings in October, 1780, of Sir Eli- 
jah Impey, to be Judge of the Suddar 
Dewanny Adawlet, with a Salary of 
feven Thoufand feven Hundred and 
ninety- five Pounds four Shillings per 
Annum. Price js. 

PROCEEDINGS of the Governor 

and Council at Fort William, refpedling 

the Adminiftration of Juftice amgngtt 

the Natives in Bengal. Price 2S. 6d. 

*^* This Pamphlet contains the 

Gentoo Laws. 

The CASE of the Prefident or Go- 
vernor, and of the Council, of Madras, 
fairly flated \ with Obfervations and Re- 
marks 
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marks on the Condu<ft of both Parties, 
as well as of Colonel Stuart. Price is. 
6d. 

ORIGIN and Authentic Account of 
the Mahralta War. Price 2s. 6d. 

AUTHENTIC MINUTES of the 
Council of Ben2;al. Price is. 6d. 

PORTRAITS of the Generals, Mi- 
nifters, Magiftrates, Members of Con- 
grefs, and Others, who have rendered 
themlclves illuftrious in the Revolution 
of the United States of North America ; 
drawn from the Life; and engraved by 
the mod eminent Artifts in London — 
Number I. Price il. is. containing the 
following Portraits, General Wafhing- 
ton, Henry Laurens, John Jay, Samuel 
Huntingdon, Charles Thomfon, John 
Dickenlon, Silas Deane, G. Morris, and 
W. H. 01-ayton, Efqrs. Major-General 
Baron Stuben, and General Gates. 

A MEMORIAL, addrefled to the 
Sovereigns of America. By T. Pownall, 
Efq. late Governor, Captain-General, 
Vice-Admiral of the Provinces, now 
States, of Maffachufett's-bay and South 
Carolina, and Lieutenant-Governor of 
New Jerfey. Price 2S. 6d. 
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